
Best Use

Grimes Recommended Tree List
*not inclusive of every suitable tree species, variety or cultivar.  

*City of Grimes Tree Board resrves the right to supplement and/or correct this document as new information is available.
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Comments

Alder, European Alnus Glutinosa 40-60 20-40 upright Tree D canker

moist, well-drained 

soil x x x

Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis 'Techny' 20-40 15-20 columnar Tree E salt burn non street x x

Aspen, Big Tooth Populus grandidentata 50-70 10-30 narrow to round Tree D x

Aspen, Quaking Populus tremuloides 15-30 10-15 narrow to round Tree D

canker 

Hypoxolon

moist well drained 

soil x x

Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum 60-80 20-45 conical to columnar Tree D soil pH < 7.5

Basswood/ American 

Linden Tilia americana 60-80 30-40 conical to ovate Tree D

drought stress/ 

japanese 

beetles x x

Beech, American Fagus grandifolia 50-70 40-60 rounded crown Tree D

sensitive to 

heat and 

dryness x

Birch, river Betula nigra 45-50 30-45 conical to ovate Tree D

chlorosis 

possible moist acid soils x

Birch, sweet cherry Betula lenta 40-55 35-45

pyramidal to 

rounded Tree D

moist well-drained 

acid soils x

Birch, Dakota pinnicle Betula platyphylla 40-50 25-35 slender, pyramidal Tree D borer damage

non alley, not with 

other birch x x x

Horsechestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 50-75 40-70 oval to rounded Tree D sunscald x

Buckeye, Ohio Aesculus glabra 20-40 20-40 rounded Tree D sunscald x

Butternut Juglans cinera 40-60 30-50 broadly ovate Tree D

butternut 

canker x

Catalpa, northern Catalpa speciosa 40-60 20-40 oval crown Tree D x

Cherry, black Prunus serotina 40-60 25-40 conical to ovate Tree D many well-drained soils x

Cherry, sargent Prunus sargentii 30-40 12-18 columnar Tree D many x x x

Kentucky coffeetree Gymnocladus dioicus 55=75 45-65 irregularly ovate Tree D none known x x x

Corktree amur Phellodendron amurense 35-45 30-40 broadly ovate Tree D none known x x x

Cottonwood Populus deltoides 70-90 40-60 upright Tree D branch failure

tolerates saturated 

soils x x

Crabapple Malus spp. upright to weeping Tree D many x x x

Crabapple Malus 'David' 12-15 12-15 rounded Tree D many x x x

Crabapple Malus 'Camelot' 10-12 10-12 rounded Tree D many x x x

Dogwood, Kousa Cornus kousa 20-30 20-30 vase  then ovate Tree D stress x x x

Elm, Accolade Ulmus davidiana var.japonica morton40-60 vase Tree D

moist, well drained 

soils x x

Elm, Lacebark Ulmus parvifolia 50-60 40-50 vase shaped Tree D stress x x

Filbert, Turkish Corylus colurna 45-60 25-35 conical Tree D stress x

protected spots 

numerous cultivars, ISU has 

tree form only

requires pruning

formative pruning

tree form only

cultivars avaialble

blight resistant

fragrant flowers, seed pods

columnar form only
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Comments

Fir, Cannan Abies balsamea var. phaneorolepis Tree E many x

Fir, Balsam Abies balsamea 45-75 20-25 conical Tree E many

plant on moist site 

but well drained, 

north facing slopes x

Fir , White Abies concolor 30-50 15-30 conical Tree E many x

Fir, Douglas Pseudosuga menziesii 40-75 15-25 conical Tree E many

plant on moist site 

but well drained, 

north facing slopes x

Fir Korean Abies Koreana 15-30 10-20 conical Tree E many minimum 6' B&B x

Gingko Gingko biloba 55-65 25-35 conical Tree D few -- none

male tree, cultivars 

available x x x

Hackberry Celtis occidentalis 40-60 40-60 upright to globose Tree D aesthetic x x

Hemlock Tsuga canadensis 40-70 25-35 conical Tree E sunscald

plant on moist well 

drained site, shade 

tolerant

Hickory, shagbark Carya ovata 50-70 50-70 ovate Tree D sunscald

hard to find B&B or 

potted, bare-root 

available x

Hickory, shellbark Carya lacinosa 50-70 50-70 ovate Tree D sunscald

hard to find B&B or 

potted, bare-root 

available x

Honeylocust Gleditsia triacanthos 'inermis' 40-80 40-70 broadly ovate Tree D many

thornless varieties 

only (inermis is 

thornless) x x x

Hornbeam, American Carpinus caroliniana 25-35 25-35 ovate Tree D

tolerates shady 

sites x

Cedar, Eastern red Juniperus viginiana 40-50 13058 usually conical Tree E many x

Cedar, White Thuja occidentalis spp. 20-60 42658 usually conical Tree E many x x x

Cedar, Western Thuja plicata 50-70 15-25 conical Tree E many

plant on moist site 

but well drained x x x

Katsuratree Cercidiphyllum japonicum 40-60 25-60 conical to globose Tree D windburn

provide 

supplemental x x x

Larch, American Larix laricina 40-80 15-30 conical Tree D many

plant on moist site 

but well drained x

partial to full shade

many cultivars available

vallies and cold spots

somewhat heat tolerant but slow 

growing

Can switch gender

relatively disease free, though 
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Comments

Larch, European Larix decidua 65-75 25-30 conical Tree D many

plant on moist site 

but well drained x

Lilac, common Syringa vulgaris 42592 42529 vase shrub D yes x x x

Lilac, Japanese Tree Syringa reticulata 20-25 20-25 globose Tree D yes

many species 

available x x x

Linden, Littleleaf Tilia cordata 50-70- 20-45 conical Tree D

Japanese 

beetles x

linden, Silver Tilia tomentosa 55-65 40-50 conical to ovate Tree D aphids

heat and drought 

tolerant, culitvars 

available x x

Magnolia, saucer Magnolia soulangiana 20-30 20-30 oval then rounded Tree D many x x

Magnolia, cucumber Magnolia accuminata 50-70 30-55 conical to ovate Tree D many x x

Maple, sugar Acer saccharum 55-75 35-65 ovate Tree D many x x x

Maple, red Acer rubrum 50-65 30-60 ovate to globose Tree D many x

Maple, black Acer nigrum 55-75 35-65 ovate Tree D many

more drought 

tolerant than sugar x x

Maple, silver Acer saccharinum 60-80 50-70 broadly ovate Tree D

branch 

breakage x x

Maple, miyabe Acer miyabe 'State Street' 30-40 25-35 upright then rounded Tree D stressed easily

well dranied 

protected sites, no 

vallies x

Oak, 'Taco' Quercus x bebbiana 'Taco' Tree D

resistant resiliant 

tough tree ? x

Oak, English 'Straight 

Eight' Quercus robur xmacrocarpa upright Tree D many x x

Oak, Black Quercus velutina 50-60 40-60 oval then rounded Tree D many low pH soils x

Oak, shingle Quercus imbricaria 40-65 40-70 conical then globose Tree D many x

Oak, red Quercus rubra 55-75 50-70 oval then rounded Tree D many x

Oak, swamp white Quercus bicolor 60-80 50-80 oval then rounded Tree D many x

Oak, white Quercus alba 50-70 50-70 upright then rounded Tree D many x

Oak, bottomland bur Quercus macrocarpa 60-80 50-80 oval then rounded Tree D many x

Oak, chinkapin Quercus muehlenbergii 40-50 45-55 open rounded crown Tree D many

tolerant of alkaline 

soils x

Oak, dwarf chinkapin Quercus prinoides 50-80 40-60 rounded Tree D many

rocky poor soils, 

well drained x

Oak, English Quercus robur 60-80 50-70 ovate to upright Tree D many x

Osage orange Maclura pomifera 'White Shield' 20-45 20-45 rounded Tree D many

fruitless and 

thornless x

Pear, Callery Pyrus calleryana 20-40 15-35 depends on cultivar Tree D many x x x

Pecan, northern Carya illinoisensus 75-100 40-70 ovate Tree D minor pests x

Persimmon Diospyros virginiana 35-60 20-35 oval then rounded Tree D no major x

no 'Bradford'

request "bottomland"

new - plant sparingly

columnar cultivars available

tree form requires shaping

many cultivars available

many cultivars available
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Comments

Pine, Eastern white Pinus strobus 50-80 20-40 conical then ovate Tree E funal/ insect

very susceptable to 

salt injury x x

Pine, Ponderosa Pinus ponderosa 45-65 25-35 conical Tree E fungal

Pine, Red Pinus resinosa 50-60 30-40 conical Tree E fungal x

Planetree, London 

'Bloodgood' Plantanus x acerfolia 70-80 55-65 broadly ovate Tree D anthracnose x x x

Redbud Cercis canadensis 25-30 25-35 broadly ovate Tree D few -- none x x x

Redwood, Dawn Metasequoia glyptostroboides 65-85 25-40 conical Tree D none x

sycamore, American Plantanus occidentalis 65-75 65-75 broadly ovate Tree D anthracnose x x

serviceberry Amelanchier grandiflora 20-35 15-30 ovate to upright Tree D few -- none x x x

serviceberry, upright Amelanchier laevis 20-35 15-30 ovate to upright Tree D few -- none x x

spruce, Norway Picea abies 40-60 25-30 conical Tree E many x

spruce, white Picea glauca varied conical Tree E fungal

use with caution, not 

tolerant of urban soils x

spruce, purple cone Picea purpurea pyramidal tall Tree E fungal

moist soils, tough 

tree very tolerant x x

Sweetgum, American Liquidambar styraciflua 55-65 40-45 conical to ovate Tree D chlorosis low pH soils x

Tuliptree Liriodendron tulipifera 70-90 35-50 conical to ovate Tree D minor pests x

Tupilo, Black Nyssa sylvatica 40-70 40-70 ovate Tree D stress x

walnut Juglans nigra 50-75 50-75 Tree D 1000 canker x

willow, golden weeping Salix alba 'Tristis' 50-70 40-55 weeping Tree D borers x

yellowood, American Cladrastis kentukea 35-50 40-45 Tree D seldom x

Zelkova Zelkova serrata 60-70- 50-55 vase Tree D  DED resistent x x

ninebark Physocarpos opifloia 6 6 rounded shrub D well drained x x x x x

elderberry Sambucus canidnsis 8 6 vase shrub D x x

redosier dogwood cornus cercia 6 6 irregular shrub D

septoria and 

shothole fungus x x

aroniaberry Aronia melanocarpa 6 6 upright shrub D

well drained, shade 

tolerant x x

Arrowwood viburnum Viburnum dentatum 8 6 upright shrub D x x x x

Jude Viburnum Viburnum judii 8 6 upright shrub D x x x x

Highbush Cranberry Vibrunum trifolium 8 8 upright shrub D x x x x

Hydrangea, hardy Hydrangea paniculata 6 6 rounded shrub D full sun x x x x x

Vernal witchhazel Hammelis vernalis 8 6 upright shrub D x x

autumn witchhazel Hammelis virginiana 6 5 rounded shrub D x x

witch alder Fothragilla gardenii 4 4 rounded shrub D x x

hazelnut Corylus americana 6 6 rounded shrub D full sun x x

forsythia Forsythia xintermedia 8 6 upright shrub D full sun x x x

sweetspire Itea virginica 4 4 rounded shrub D x x

requires formative pruning

IUCN Red List- Threatened. 

Specimen

use northern seed source

many suitable cultivars

one of the best white willows

requires formative pruning

numerous cultivars
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Clethra Clethra alnifolia 6 4 upright shrub D can tolerate shading x x x

Jew Jersey Tea Ceanoanthus americanus 5 5 rounded shrub D very drought tolerant x x x

buttonbush cephalanthus occidentalis 6 8 rounded shrub D

well drained, water 

tolerant x x x

Nanking cherry Prunus tomentosa 8 6 rounded shrub D x x x x

pussy willow salix capria 20 15 upright shrub D water tolerant x x x x x

butterfly bush Buddleia 5 5 irregular shrub D x x

red horsechestnut asclepias incarnata 6 6 irreular shrub D x x x

bottlebrush buckeye asclepias parviflora 8 8 irregular shrub D x x

shining willow salix lucidia 8 6 irregular shrub D water tolerant x x x

weiglia Weiglia florida 8 8 irregular shrub D x x x x


